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Black Is... 
1998 


The 1998 edition of Black Is... 
Public 
Library’s tradition of publishing a 
selected list of recent books 
concerning Blacks as part of its 
observance of Black History 
Month in February of each year. 


continues the Boston 


*Recommended for Young Adults 


Black Is... Fiction 
ALL AMERICAN DREAM DOLLS 


by David Haynes. Deneen moves 
back to her parents’ home to eat 
hors d’oeuvres and watch TV, but 
something else awaits her there. 


ALWAYS OUTNUMBERED; 
ALWAYS OUTGUNNED 

by Walter Mosley. Interconnected 
short stories introduce Socrates 
Fortlow, a philosophical ex-con. 


BALANCING ACT 

by Anita Richmond Bunkley. 
Conflicting loyalties to career and 
family test Elise’s values when a 
chemical plant explodes in her 
community. 


BLOOD BROTHERS 

by Steven Barnes. 

The occult and racism, from 
slavery to the present. 


DARK STORM RISING 

by Chinelu Moore. 

Despite the sizzling sex, Star 
resists crossing the cultural 
bridge to the wealthy Nigerian. 


DAUGHTERS OF THE DUST 

by Julie Dash. Amelia’s pursuit of 
her anthropology thesis leads to the 
discovery of her family roots in the 
Gullah culture of South Carolina. 


DEAR FUTURE by Fred D’Aguiar. 
Mysticism, enchantment, and the 
supernatural combine to create a 
satire of Caribbean politics. 


DOUBLE DEAD 

by Gary Hardwick. 

Who murdered Detroit’s mayor? 
His mistress, Ramona Blake, or the 
assistant DA, Jesse King. 


FINDING MAKEBA 

by Alexs D. Pate. 

A father and daughter rediscover 
one another ten years later. 


FRIENDS AND LOVERS 

by Eric Jerome Dickey. Debra and 
Leonard form a solid relationship 
before their marriage, while their 
friends, Shelby and Tyrel, find that 
long-lasting romance doesn’t begin 
between the sheets. 


GLIMMER by Annie Waters. 


A biracial college freshman longs 
for her absent black father. 


HARLEM by Len Riley. 

About to reach the pinnacle of 
Harlem Renaissance society, 
Gevon is trapped by the hatred, 
loyalty, betrayal, ruthless violence, 
and redeeming love in her past. 


IF | SHOULD DIE by Grace F- 
Edwards. Is it women’s intuition 
that leads detective Mali Anderson 
to connect the attempted kidnap- 
ping of a small boy with his 

choral director’s murder? 


IF THIS WORLD WERE MINE 
by E. Lynn Harris. A crisis 
reunites four college friends, 
forcing a re-examination of 
their priorities. 


KINFOLKS: A Novel 

by Aristin Hunter Lattany. 

Two single mothers plan a wedding 
for their children and find that 
they once shared a lover. 


MAGIC CITY 
by Jewell Parker Rhodes. 
A shoeshine operator is falsely 


accused of raping a white elevator 
worker in 1920s Oklahoma. 


MISS OPHELIA by Mary Burnett 
Smith. Belly remembers her 
eleventh summer when adult 
secrets ended her childhood. 


MY SOUL TO KEEP 

by Tananarive Due. “What would 
people be like if they never aged, 
never got sick, never died?” 

A supernatural thriller. 


N: A Romantic Mystery by Louis 
Edwards. With a drug dealer as 
partner, a well-educated journalist 
investigates murder in seamy 

New Orleans. 


ONE BETTER by Rosalyn 
McMillan. Dealing with love, 


drugs, and success in the 90s. 


ONLY TWICE PVE WISHED 
FOR HEAVEN by Dawn Turner 
Trice. Lured from her protected 
middle-class community by life 

on the street, 11-year-old Tempestt 
witnessed the death of her 

best friend. 


SOUL KISS by Shay Youngblood. 
The search for a sense of family 
takes Mariah from her drug- 
addicted mother, to her elderly 
aunts, and finally to the father who 
never knew she existed. 


STRAY DOGS by John Ridley. 
Stewart leans that scorpions or 
coyotes are not the most dangerous 
things in the desert. 


TEXACO 

by Patrick Chamoiseau. 

Love, sex, murder, and political 
action among the slaves of 
Martinique and their descendants. 


A TREASURY OF 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
CHRISTMAS STORIES 

ed. by Bettye Collier-Thomas. 


TRYIN’ TO SLEEP IN 

THE BED YOU MADE 

by Virginia DeBerry and Donna 
Grant. Childhood best friends 
take different paths and reunite 
when one becomes homeless. 


UNDER AFRICAN SKIES: 
Modern African Stories 

ed. by Charles R. Larson. 
Ordinary people trying to make a 
life for their families are caught 
up in the political and spiritual 
struggle for Africa. 


THE VIEW FROM HERE 

by Brian Keith Jackson. 

When Anna is pregnant the sixth 
time with her first daughter, her 
husband insists they can’t afford to 
keep it. A tale of the rural South. 


Black Is... 


Contemporary Issues 


BLACK RAGE CONFRONTS 
THE LAW by Paul Harris. 
Is this a legitimate legal defense? 


BLACK TEACHERS ON 
TEACHING by Michele Foster. 
How can black students best be 
nurtured? Opinions of novices 
and veterans. 


EMBRACING THE FIRE: 
Sisters Talk about Sex and 
Relationships by Julia A. Boyd. 
Reveals the changes in sexual 
issues and thinking from mom’s 
time to the present. 


HOW TO SUCCEED IN 
BUSINESS WITHOUT BEING 
WHITE: Success Strategies from 
America’s Premiere Black 
Entrepreneur by Lar/ G. Graves. 


SISTER CEO: The Black 
Woman’s Guide to Starting 
Her Own Business 


by Cheryl D. Broussard. 
SISTER POWER: How 


Phenomenal Black Women 
Are Rising to the Top 
by Patricia Reid-Merritt. 


SOUL IN MANAGEMENT: 
How African-American 
Managers Thrive in the 
Competitive Corporate 
Environment 

by Richard F. America and 
Bernard E. Anderson. 


ONE MORE RIVER TO CROSS: 
Black and Gay in America 

by Keith Boykin. A gay activist 
examines the stereotypes. 


*OUR AMERICA: Life and Death 
on the South Side of Chicago 

by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd 
Newman. Ghetto life through the 


eyes of two 17-year-olds who live it. 


RACE, CRIME, & THE LAW 
by Randall Kennedy. 

This conservative Harvard law 
professor questions whether race 
should be a consideration in the 
administration of justice. 


“WHY ARE ALL THE BLACK 
KIDS SITTING TOGETHER IN 
THE CAFETERIA?”: And Other 
Conversations about Race 

by Beverly Daniel Tatum. 

Why do whites and people of color 
develop racial identities in such 
different ways? 


WHAT MAKES THE GREAT 
GREAT: Strategies for 
Extraordinary Achievement 
by Dennis Paul Kimbro 

Part pep-rally, part how-to. 


Black Is... Expression 


*THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
HERITAGE COOKBOOK: 
Traditional Recipes and Fond 
Remembrances from Alabama’s 
Renowned Tuskegee Institute 


by Carolyn Quick Tillery. 


BASIC BLACK: Home Training 
for Modern Times by Karen 
Grigsby Bates and Karen Elyse 
Hudson. An African-American 
etiquette book for the 90s. 


DORINDA’S TASTE OF THE 
CARIBBEAN COOKBOOK 

by Dorinda Hafner. 

Colorful photographs plus 
introductory tidbits about each 
recipe and each island. 


ELI REED: Black in America 
by Eli Reed. A study in photo- 
graphic contrasts from the 
ordinary to the famous. 


EULOGIES by Amiri Baraka. 
Tributes to famous and not so 
famous people who “represent a 
developed and advanced way of 
living in the world.” 


*EVEN THE STARS 
LOOK LONESOME 
by Maya Angelou 
Reflections on topics 
from Africa to Oprah. 


FACE FORWARD: Young African 
American Men in a Critical Age 

by Julian CLR. Okwu. 
Photographic profiles of brothers 
who are positive forces in their 
communities. 


FAMILY PRIDE: 

The Complete Guide to Tracing 
African-American Genealogy 

by Donna Beasley. Lists resources 
unique to African-Americans. 


FATHER SONGS: 

Testimonies by African-American 
Sons and Daughters ed. by Gloria 
Wade-Gayles. Complex relation- 
ships between fathers and 

their children. 


*LOVE POEMS 

by Wikki Giovanni. 
Romantic and erotic poetry. 
Dedicated to Tupac. 


MAMA’S LITTLE BABY: 
The Black Woman’s Guide 
to Pregnancy, Childbirth, 
and Baby’s First Year 

by Dennis Brown, M.D. and 
Pamela Toussaint. 

Also African, Caribbean, and 
African-American traditional 


folklore. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS, BABY: 


A Christmas and Kwanzaa 
Treasury ed. by Paul L. Woods 
and Felix H. Liddell. Poetry, art, 


recipes, and remembrances. 


THE MUSIC OF BLACK 
AMERICANS: A History. 

3™ edition by Eileen Southern. 
From the legacy of Africa to today’s 
gospel, blues, jazz, and rap. 


*THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY 
OF AFRICAN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE ed. by Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr. and Nellie Y. McKay. 

A comprehensive sampling from 
slavery to the present. 


RHAPSODIES IN BLACK: 
Art of the Harlem Renaissance 


by Richard J. Powell. 


SINBAD’S GUIDE TO LIFE 
(Because I Know Everything) 
by Sinbad with David Ritz. 
From money to dating to kids 
to underwear, the comedian’s 
point of view. 


STILL LIFE IN HARLEM 

by Eddy Harris. “Here they and 
we and I[ could live completely 
within ourselves, in a world all 
black, all our own, and of our 
own making.” A memoir. 


*SUGAR IN THE RAW: 
Young Black Girls in America 
ed. by Rebecca Carroll. What's 
it like to be a black teenager in 
America today? From Mattapan 
and Roxbury to Seattle and 

San Francisco. 


Black Is... 
History 


BLACK JACKS: African 
American Seamen in the Age 

of Sail by W. Jeffrey Bolster. A 
little-known topic brought to light. 


BOSTON CONFRONTS 

JIM CROW, 1890-1920 by 

Mark Schneider. How Boston's 
community of “anti-racialists,” 
both black and white, resisted the 
rising tide of segregation. 


*THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVE- 
MENT: A Photographic History, 
1954-68 by Steven Kasher. 
Gordon Parks and Richard 
Avedon are among more than 50 
photographers in this history. 


FAMILIES AND FREEDOM: 

A Documentary History of 
African-American Kinship in the 
Civil War Era ed. by Jra Berlin 
and Leslie S. Rowland. 


FIGHTING ON TWO FRONTS: 
African Americans and the 
Vietnam War by James E. 
Westheider. Interviews with 
veterans and Pentagon documents 
reveal the role played by race 
relations. 


PARIS NOIR: 

African Americans 

in the City of Light 

by Tyler Stovall. 

A social and cultural history of the 
black expatriate community from 
World War II to the present. 


PATCHES OF FIRE: 
A Story of War and Redemption 
by Albert French. A novelist’s 


memoir of his Vietnam War. 


SHADES OF FREEDOM: 

Racial Politics and Presumptions 
of the American Legal Process 

by A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr. 
How American racism has shaped 
American law. 


SHADRACH MINKINS: 

From Fugitive Slave to Citizen 
by Gary Collison. The first man 
arrested in New England under 
the Fugitive Slave Law and his 
subsequent escape to Canada. 


*SPIRITS OF THE PASSAGE: 
The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
in the Seventeenth Century. 
Text by Madeleine Burnside. 
Ed. by Rosemarie Robotham. 
The resurrected ruins of a slave 
ship are at the center of this 
account of the early years of the 
slave trade. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 

AND SALLY HEMINGS: 

An American Controversy 

by Annette Gordon-Reed. 

A lawyer looks at the evidence 
and challenges those who reject 
the possibility of the liaison. 


Black Is... Opinions 


AM I BLACK ENOUGH FOR 
YOU? Popular Culture from the 
"Hood and Beyond by Todd Boyd. 
A scholar’s approach. 


ANYTHING WE LOVE CAN BE 
SAVED: A Writer’s Activism: 
Essays, Speeches, Statements & 
Letters by Alice Walker. From 
dreadlocks and Castro to her 
mother’s blue bowl — her musings. 


COLOR-BLIND: Seeing beyond 
Race in a Race-Obsessed World 
by Ellis Cose. Does the false 
assumption of a color-blind society 
make it harder to eradicate racial 
discrimination? 


DARWIN’S ATHLETES: How 
Sport Has Damaged Black America 
and Preserved the Myth of Race 
by John Hoberman. 


OUT OF AMERICA: A Black Man 
Confronts America by Keith 
Richburg. “Black America has 
always imagined Africa like the 
adopted child imagines the birth 
parent. The dream is that Africa 
holds a truth for us. Keith 
Richburg marches through that 
dream and finds that he was an 
American all along.” 


STRUGGLES IN THE 
PROMISED LAND: Toward a 
History of Black-Jewish Relations 
in the United States ed. by Jack 
Salzman. Essays range from Jewish 
involvement in the slave trade to 
Black/Jewish alliances in the Civil 
Rights Movement. 


THIRTEEN WAYS OF LOOKING 
AT A BLACK MAN by Henry 
Louis Gates. Using profiles of eight 
prominent men, he finds “the 
common man in uncommon figures, 
without losing sight of the ways in 
which race, class, and personal 
experience have shaped each life.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 
by Nathan McCall. The author of 
Makes Me Wanna Holler offers his 


opinion on current hot topics. 


Black Is... Personalities 


ANGELS ALONG THE WAY: 
My Life with Help from Above 

by Della Reese with Franklin Lett 
and Mim Eichler. 


A-TRAIN: Memoirs of a Tuskegee 
Airman by Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles W. Dryden, USAF 
(Retired). From segregation to 
integration, life as a black career 
officer in the U.S. military. 


BAYARD RUSTIN: Troubles I’ve 
Seen: A Biography by Jervis 
Anderson. The behind-the-scenes 
strategist and organizer of the 


Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 
1963 March on Washington. 


BETWEEN EACH LINE OF PAIN 
AND GLORY: My Life Story by 
Gladys Knight. Despite terrible 
obstacles, she rose from the 
‘chitlin’ circuit’ and Motown 

to superstardom. 


DOROTHY DANDRIDGE: 

A Biography by Donald Bogle. 
The tragic life of the first African- 
American to be nominated for the 
Best Actress Oscar. 


THE HAYGOODS OF 
COLUMBUS: A Love Story 

by Wil Haygood. They left a dead- 
end life of poverty in the South for 
the promised land of jobs and 
better opportunities in the 

North — the history of his family 
by a reporter for the Boston Globe. 


HAVE NO FEAR: The Charles 
Evers Story by Charles Evers & 
Andrew Szanton. “...fighting for 
civil rights and making a lot of 
money.” 


LIFE ON THE LINE 
by Faye Wattleton. Her mother 
was a fundamentalist preacher, 
yet she became the president of 
Planned Parenthood. 


*LITTLE X: Growing Up in the 
Nation of Islam by Sonsyrea Tate. 
Daily life as a submissive 

black princess. 


LOUIS ARMSTRONG: An 
Extravagant Life by Laurence 
Bergreen. Excessive in lifestyle but 
conservative in philosophy: “I got 
pretty near everything I wanted 
because I[ worked for it.” 


MY BROTHER: A Memoir 

by Jamaica Kincaid. This continues 
the re-examination of her familial 
relationships begun in The 
Autobiography of My Mother. 


AN ORIGINAL MAN: The Life 
and Times of Elijah Muhammad 
by Claude Andrew Clegg. A divine 
appointee or a supremacist hate 
monger? The man and his role in 
the evolution of the Nation of Islam 
and growth of black nationalism. 


ROSA LEE: A Mother and Her 
Family in Urban America 

by Leon Dash. 

Living in the shadow of the White 
House, yet trapped in the cycle of 
poverty, illiteracy, drugs, and 
violence — one woman’s story. 


THE SEVERAL LIVES OF 
CHESTER HIMES by Edward 
Margolies & Michel Fabre. 

The expatriate author of Cotton 
Comes to Harlem. 


SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER 
by Anita Hill. 

Partly her memoir, partly her 
analysis and assessment — the 1991 
Clarence Thomas hearings. 


STRAIGHT, NO CHASER: 
How I Became a Grown-Up 
Black Woman by /Ji// Nelson. 
Personal anecdotes and essays 
on the black American feminist 
struggle. 


SUNDAY IS MY DAY *TUPAC SHAKUR 


by Reverend Irving Fryar. by the Editors of Vibe Magazine. 
How the bad boy of the New “He was a lightning rod, a screen 
England Patriots stopped his onto which millions of people 
self-destructive behavior and projected their feelings about rap, 
renewed his life in a small about race, and about the young 
church in Roxbury. black man in America today.” 
TRESPASSING: My Sojourn WOUNDS OF PASSION: 

in the Halls of Privilege A Writing Life by bell hooks. 

by Gwendolyn M. Parker. The feminist author continues her 
A graduate of Harvard and NYU memoir begun in last year’s 

Law School, she relinquished her Bone Black. 


successful corporate law career to 
become a novelist. 


“AL SF" 
This list is dedicated to the memory of 


KAREN L. WILLIAMS 
A frequent contributor to Black Is... 


“AL JE* 


This selected list was compiled by: 
Moonyean Carlton, General Library, 
Adult Reader and Information Services; 
Marylou Coveney, Dudley Branch Library; 
Janice Knight, Mattapan Branch Library; 
Amy Manson, Jamaica Plain Branch Library; 
Sarah Markell, Charlestown Branch Library; 
Marilyn Poindexter, General Library, 
Young Adult Services; 

Jacquelyn Hogan, Chairperson, 

Grove Hall/Egleston Square Branch Libraries. 


Boston Public Library, 
1998 


The pastel on the cover, “The Reading,” courtesy of 
Sharon Wilson of Southampton, Bermuda. 


